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Meet the 10 people, bands and teams who are poised for a breakout year 
in everything from the arts to politics. Page A11

Among those to watch (standing, right to left): Jennifer Marman, Daniel Borins, Kirk Pickersgill, Stephen Wong, Sybil Wa, 
Alexandra Orlando, Margarett Best, Myrna Simpson, Andre Simpson and (seated) Trish Lindström and Luke Lalonde. 

Ten to watch this year
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SPELLING OUT THE FUTURE
Big thoughts for 2008 IDEAS — ID1
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ISLAMABAD—Pakistan slumped
deeper into chaos and recrimina-
tion yesterday as the death toll
climbed and the prospects for a de-
cisive Jan. 8 election in this blood-
soaked country appeared to grow
ever more remote.

Officials said at least 44 people
have now died in riots, looting and
shooting following the Thursday
night assassination of charismatic
opposition leader Benazir Bhutto.

Yesterday, the country’s electoral
commission said it would hold an
emergency meeting tomorrow to
assess the situation and determine
whether the Jan. 8 vote could go
ahead.

But driving a deep nail into the
prospects for a poll, opposition
leader Nawaz Sharif said his Mus-
lim League-Nawaz party would
boycott the election — and try to
persuade Bhutto’s Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) to do the same.

And in what may be the most
graphic illustration of Pakistan
election hopes going up in smoke,
rioting Bhutto supporters torched
nine electoral commission offices
in her home province of Sindh. 

Voter rolls and ballot boxes were
reduced to ashes.

These have been days of disarray
and darkness for Pakistan, a coun-
try routinely marked by turbulence
and turmoil since it first became in-
dependent in 1947.

“The country is in the grip of chaos
and anarchy,” respected analyst
and author Zahid Hussain said in a
telephone interview last night.

“It is simply not clear at this point
how things will turn out.”

Bhutto’s tragic death has left the
country in mourning, and her party
— once a vehicle of hope for demo-
cratic change in Pakistan — com-
pletely adrift. Who will lead it, and
whether it will still contest the elec-
tions, could become clear today,
when her last will and testament is
read out by her 19-year-old son Bi-

‘Country
in grip of
chaos and
anarchy’
Hopes for Jan. 8 vote
dim as electoral offices
torched, opposition
renews call for boycott
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A week ago today, I was sitting on
the second floor of the Grand
Mosque in Mecca, immersed in
worship and reflecting on the
week-long spiritual journey of hajj
that I had just been on.

During my time in Mecca, I put
myself on a self-imposed media fast
— staying away from the Internet,
and literally pulling out the plug on

the television in my hotel room. But
despite my efforts to remain un-
connected with life in Toronto,
snippets of one news story in par-
ticular managed to make it all the
way to Mecca — that of the death of
16-year-old Aqsa Parvez. 

While on pilgrimage, I prayed for
Parvez, whom I had never met, and
for her family, an immigrant family
torn apart by the tragedy they prob-
ably never even saw coming when

they came to Canada. I also prayed
for the Muslim community in To-
ronto, which I knew would be
struggling to deal with the fallout
from this tragedy.

My assumption was that other
than some words of condemnation,
a few brave voices of outrage, and a
promise for change, there would be
little action, little reflection, and lit-
tle learned from the tragedy. Al-
though issues of familial problems,
domestic violence or intergenera-
tional conflicts are a part of every
Muslim family I have encountered,
discussions about such issues are

shunned and almost unheard of. 
But if Canada’s largest Islamic

conference can serve as an indica-
tor, things may slowly be changing
for the better. At the 6th annual Re-
viving the Islamic Spirit Confer-
ence this weekend at Toronto’s
Metro Convention Centre, more
than 15,000 Muslims attended lec-
tures dealing with social issues pla-
guing the community, including
topics never discussed before so
openly, like pornography, divorce,
and domestic violence. 

Choosing hijab doesn’t make me more pious
A Toronto Star reporter reflects on her headscarf
and an Islamic forum tackling once-taboo topics 
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